


186 


of 


rs 


ay 


it 


CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

















APP OCOT 

















Published every Monday, cor. of Ninth and Race street.—Price $2 per ann. payable quarterly in advance. 





























NO. 51. PHILADELPHIA, MONDAY, JULY 24, 1820. VOL. I. 
A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 
On THE ExtTernat EvipENcES oF siah should be cut off,—and that after- | sold for thirty pieces of silver (Zechar- 


THE CuristTran RELIGION. 
CHAPTER V. 
Continued from page 198, 

Previcrions were delivered to the 
Jews many ages before the appear- 
ance of Christ, which accord with the 
historv which our gospels gave of him: 
and at the time of his appearance, a ge- 
neral expectation existed, under impres- 
sions unfavourable to Christianity, that 
these prophecies would be fulfilled. 

In establishing these propositions, I 
shall first refer to the prophccies them- 
selves and their application,—and then 
shew that they were really delivered 
many ages before the coming of Christ. 

In the first book of the Jewish Scrip- 
tures, we find a distinct promise re- 
corded, * that in the seed of Abraham, 
all the nations otf the earth should be 
blessed :” ( Gen. xil. 18.) and we are 
afterwards told in the same book, ** that 
the person who was to be sent to con. 
fer this blessing should come before the 
ceptre* departed from Judah ;” (Gen, 
xlix. 10.) and accordingly, Christ ap- 
peared a short time before the Jewish 
government was totally overthrown by 
the Romans. 

It was foretold that he should come 
before the destruction of the second 
temple: * The desire of all nations 
shall come, and [I will fill this house 
with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts : | 
the glory of this latter house, shall be 
greater than the former.” (Haggai ii. 
7—9.) Accordingly Christ appeared 
before the destruction of the city 
temple of Jerusalem by the Romans. 

It was foretold by the prophet Da- 
niel, that the scheme of redemption 
Should be accomplised at the end of 
four hundred and ninety years alter the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem, which 
been laid waste during the captivity of 
the Jews in Babylon, and that the Mes- 





* For the precise meaning of the Hebrew 
word, translated sceftre, see Bp. Newton on 
the prophecies, vol. L. p. 35. 
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had 


wards the city and sanctuary of Jerusa- 
lem should be destroyed and made de- 
solate,—and accordingly, at whatever 
time the beginning of the four hundred 
and ninety years can, according to any 
fair interpretation of the words, be fix- 
ed, the end of them will fall about the 
time when these events took place. 

It was foretold that he should per- 
form many beneficial miracles, that the 
eyes of the blind should be opened, and 
the ears of the deat unstopped,—that 
the lame man should leap as a hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing, 
(Isaiah, xxxv. 5.) and this agrees ex- 
actly with our account of the miracles 
of Christ:—the blind received their 
sight, the lame walked: and the deaf 
heard. It was foretold, that he should 
be wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities,—that the 
chastisement of our peace should be 
upon him, and that with his stripes we 
should be healed,—that God should lay 
on him the iniquity of us all: (Isa. lil. 
and Dan. ix.) all of which ¢xactly 
| agrees with our history of the sufferings 
of Christ, “who died for our sins, the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring 
is to God.” (1 Pet. ill. 18.) 

It was foretold, that to him, should 
the ga acnerang of the people be, and that 
| God would give him the heathen for his 
\inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
| the earth for his possessions,—( Psalm 
11.) which seems to allude to, and to be 
fulfilling in the effects resulting, and to 
resuk frees the wonderful success and 
propagation of the gospel. 

Lastly, many minuter circumstances 
were foretold of the Great Deliverer, or 
Redeemer, who was to come :—that 
he should be born of a virgin—(isa, 
vii.)*—that he should be of the tribe of 
Judah, and seed of David—that he 
should be born in the town of Bethle- 
hem, (Micah v. 2.) that he should be 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief, (Isa. lin. 3.)—that he should be 

















* This prophecy, we suspect, has been mis- 
‘applied —Ep. 





xi.)—that he should be scourged, buf- 
feted, and spit upon, (Isa. i. 6,)—that 
he should be numbered with the trans- 
gressors, (Isa. lili. 12.)—which proba- 
bly alludes to his being crucified be- 
tween two thieves—that the soldiers 
should cast lots for his garments—that 
he should make his grave with the 
rich, (Isa. liii, 9.)—and that he should 
rise again without seeing corruption. 
(Ps. xvi.) 

Now ail of these circumstances must 
be acknowledged, to agree in the most 
exact manner with the history of Christ, 
as recorded in the gospels, and alluded 
to in the epistles, the early and undoubt- 
ed reception of which we have before 
sufficiently established: and the more 
we consider the general tenor of the 
ancient Jewish prophecies, (and it is 
material to observe, that the writings 
to which we refer, were, from the be- 
ginning declar edly pr ophetic,) or exam- 
ine the precise words of the grand and 
unmixed prediction of Isaiah, (c. hi, 
liii.) the more we shall be convinced 
that they cannot be applied to any 
other eminent person who has ever ap- 
peare ed on earth, except to Jesus of Na- 

zareth, and that with our account of 
him they most remarkably agree. That 
they were delivered many ages before 
the appearance of Christ, is absolutely 
incontestible,—the record is in the cus- 
tody of adversaries, the Jews, who, as 
it has been well observed, are our li- 
brarians,—the passages are in their co- 
pies as well as ours. With many at. 
tempts to explain them away, none have 
ever been made by them to discredit 
their authenticity. 

Phe proofs of the antiquity of these 
books, both external and internal, are 
pe rfectly decisive: we have a Greek 
translation of them, which was made 
by order of Ptolemy Philadelpnas, two 
hundred and seventy years before 
Christ, and, to state the argument in 
the lowest form, it cannot be for a mo- 
ment doubted, that, at the time the 
New Testament was wriften, (t €. in 
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the first century,) the Jewish Scriptures 
were cunsidered, both by Jews and 
Christians, as genuine and authentic, 
and consequently of the antiquity to 
which they lay claim. Of the expecta- 
tion of the Jews that their prophecies 
were about to be fulfilled, and of the 
notions and pre possessions which they 
had conceived respecting them (so to- 
tally unfavourable to Christianity,) we 
have ample and decisive proof. 

The time predicted by Daniel was 
certainly arrived,—and the express tes- 
timonies of Tacitus,* Suetonius,+ Jo- 
sephus,t and Celsus,|| as well as the 
number and character of the impostors, 
who appeared about this time, at once 
display to us the impressions under 
which the Great Deliverer was await- 
ed,—and confirm the Christian account, 
that “the people were in expectation, 
and all mused in their hearts, whether 
he were the Christ or not,”’ (Luke iii. 
15. See also John i. 19. iv. 25. and 
vii. 31.) 


CHAPTER VI. 


General conclusion 


No other supposition can be framed, 
to account for all the phenomine con- 
tained in the preceding propositions, but 
the truth and pivinE oRIGIN of the 
Christian Religion. 

It is remarkable, that the adversaries 
of Christianity have either made loose 
and general attacks upon it, or have 
struggled only with some few points in 
its history, doctrine, or evidence : they 
have either fallen into arguments which 
go to the root of deism as well a 
Christianity, or have been particular . 
snecr only at some rigid precept, or to 
triumph over some weak testimony. 
“ The strength of our salvation” is un- 
impaired by any attack which copes with 
the whole mass of our evidence. In- 
deed, the impossibility of rendering 
such an attack effectual, is pretty clearly 
demonstrated, by its never having been 
attempted, notwithstanding the dispo- 
sition which has existed in many learn- 
ed and acute persons, to injure the 
cause cf Christianity. And this idea 
is further strengthened, by the provi- 





* Tacit. Hist. lib. v, cap. 9—153. lib. vi. c. 
5.§ 4 
Suet. Vesp.c. 4—8. 
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sion which one of the most celebrated 


| of its opponents has made against the 
| force and accumulation of our testimo- 


nies, 

Mr. Hume tells us, that it is not ne- 
cessary for an objector to explain how 
the story of the evidence arose. We, 
however, have aright to insist that our 
opponents are obliged, not perhaps to 
shew positive accounts how it did, but 
by a probable hypothesis how it might 
sohappen. The existence of the testi- 


mony is a phenomenon: the truth of 


the fact solves the phenomenon. If the 
adversaries of Christianity reject this 
solution, they ought to have some other 
to offer,—and we can admit of none 
which 1s inconsistent with the principles 
that regulate human affairs, and human 
conduct at present, or which makes 
men then a different kind of beings from 


what they now are. 
Concluded in our next, 


a 


Dialogue between a Universalist anda 
Limitarian, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 199, 


Tim. I have meditated on the par- 
ticular subject of our last conference, 
and have examined with much caution, 
those Scriptures which you compared, 
in which there is a seeming difference, 
en to your suggestions; but [ 

umnot say that I am able to reconcile 
esa even in my own mind. One thing, 
however, I have become persuaded in, 
by the sttention which I have paid to 
this subject ; and that is, that the Scrip- 
tures are far from being so full and ex- 
5 | plicit in support of a future state of pu- 
nishment as I have been in the habit of 
believing they were. And as I was 
determined, at the commencement of 
our correspondence on the subject of 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation, to 
maintain a candid mind, and to em- 
brace the truth, in all cases, when it 
should appear, I will now candidly ac- 
knowledge, that the Scriptures have 
failed me as to proving, even a state of 
limited punishment after the dissolu- 
tion of the natural body. But I have 
a question on this subject, which lies 
with great weight upon my mind, which 
I wish to state that you may favour me 
with your views on the subject. How- 
ever, before 1 state my question, [ will 
offer, what has come into my mind as 
the most plausible method of reconcil- 
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ing those passages, which indicate « 
space of time between death and the 
immortal state, on the one hand, and 
those which seem to carry the mind 
immediately to a state of immortality 
after death. You know, clear Sir, that 
we usually talk in this way, whea we 
are about to retire to rest in sle« p. We 
very well know that there will be a 
space of time between our falling asleep, 
or losing ourselves in soft and silent re. 
pose, and our awaking from sleep to 
the light and business of the morning. 
Accordingly we pass over this space 
of time in our conversation about what 
we are to be employed about next, be. 
cause in sleep we can do nothing ; it is 
the night in which no man can work,” 
And we may further observe, that to 
two persons, who should sleep, the one 
six hours, the other twelve, the period 
of their awaking would be Just the same; 
tor neither of them could recollect that 
any time was lost, provided their sleep 
was without a dream. Suppose then 
that Abraham, or David should rise 
from the dead to day, having reposed 
in unconscious sleep from the time of 
their dissolution until now, it seems 
that their resurrection, as to their own 
consciousness, would be as immediate 
as if it had taken place in one minute 
after death. But this subject I leave, 
being pe rfectly satished, that when I 
awake it will be in the likene ss of him 
who is the first fruits of them that slept. 
My question is the following: How- 
ever we may be convinced that this 
mortal state is the only state of sin and 
misery, is there no danger of corrupting 
the morals of society and of giving en- 
couragement to vice, by holding this 
sentiment up to all classes of people. 


Uni. In replying to this question 
there seems a manifest propriety in hav- 
ing a due reference to the revealed tes- 
timony. ‘There is certainly many truly 
awful and grievous threatnings record- 
ed in the Scriptures, against the con- 
duct of the wicked; and there are 
many accounts recorded of God’s hav- 
ing executed on sinful nations and in- 
dividuals such judgment as his wisdom 
dictated. Now as it would be a viola- 
tion of such testimony co insinuate that 
sin may be committed and yet not pun- 
ished, so on the other hand, it is an 
equi al violation of the Scriptures to car- 
ry this punishment into a future state, 
while the divine word fixes it in this. — 
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And I humbly concieve that the latter | 
method renders all the threatenings 
about as abortive as the former. I can 
sec little or no difference between say- | 
ing that threatnings will never be exe- | 
cuted, or saying they will be executed 
unless repented of before the agent dies, 
in a future state, as it regards any in- 
fluence to prevent the commission of 
crimes. ‘Che blinded sinner, who prac- 
tices enormous vices, having been edu-| 
cated to believe that ‘the punishment of 
sin is in another world, unless repented 
of here, is fully determined to repent} 
before he dies ; and all this amounts to 
no more in reality than an Atheistical 
opinion that there is no God to bring 
the sinner to punishment. The history 
of the Christian church should convince 
every one of the total inefficacy of the) 
doctrine of future punishment to pre- 
vent crimes, for even the clergy them- 
selves, who have inculcated this un-| 
scriptural doctrine have indulged the 
worst of passions, and passions the 
most licentious, to their own everlast-| 
ing shame and contempt.—You, my 
dear Sir, are under the necessity of ac} 
knowledging, that the Scriptures fail | 
you in supporting the doctrine of a fu-| 
ture state of sin and misery. By wh: it 
authority then shall we presume to hold 
up terrors of our Own Inve ntion, to pre 

vent others from the practice of vice >| 
If these terrors were necessary, why 
are they not recorded in the word of | 
God? The fact is simply this ; if peo-| 
ple reahized the truth, and knew that) 
sin of & very descr Ipti nis calculated t | 
render the sinner miserable, in 
state of existence, and that it ts utterly 
impossible to do wrong and avoid the 
thal 
screen us 
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even repentance can never 
from suffering what is the just demerit 
of our crimes, we shouid be sufhiciently 
armed against sin.—But divines hav. 
invented their own methods for God to 
punish the wicked, and they have also 
Invented their own schemes to live in 
sin and avoid the punishment inthe end, 
CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 
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Mr. Epiror, 
I observed, that in page 190 of th. 
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have rightly understood ; this saying, 
you know, only means, that he does 


‘not consider the subject in the same 


way as [ do. I did not intend, how- 
ever, to take particular notice of it, as 


'there was little, if any chance of its 


doing harm; and it was likely that 
some person better qualified than Iam, 
would take up the subject. I find some 
remarks on Lector, in page 195, by Can- 
dour; differing indeed from Lector: 
but, as far as he, from what I consider 
to be the Scripture doctrine respecting 
Baptism. ‘Then I thought, “[ also 
will shew mine opinion ;” it may be a 
mean of awaking the attention of others 
to the Scripture testimony. 

Fohn was sent to baptize in water, 
in order that the Messiah might be 
made manifest to Israel; but the bap- 


/tism which Jesus appointed, and which 
‘his followers practised, was proper to 


those only to whom the Christ had been 
manife sted, and bu whom he was ac- 
knowledged, This is a distinction which 
ought not to be overlooked, although 
it often Is so. 

We all know, that the appointment 
by Jesus Christ is stated in Matthew 
He directed his apostles to 
teach and buptize. His apostles were 
‘taught by the Divine Spirit to baptize 
those who received their testimonies, 
but they were not instructed to bap- 
any other. In Acts il. 38. Peter 
spe aie by the Holy Spirit, directed 
the believing Jews to repent and he 
| baptized, and those who gladly receiv- 
ed his word In -_ 
vill. 12. we read that those who éelzev 
sey dpa 3 of Philip were baptize» 
“l, both men and women. In the same 
ies ‘ry we learn that the Eunuch be- 
and was baptized. In chap. 
ix. we learn that when Paul was con- 
verted, he was baptized by Ananias. 
In chap. x. we learn that Cornelius and 
his family, behevi ing in God were bap- 
tized. In chap. xvi. the historian shews 
that Lydia and her household, and the 


} j 
were baptized. 


lieved, 


jailer and his household, believing were 


baptized, &c. 

With respect to the term baptism, I 
would simply observe that it Is a com- 
mon Greek word not translated ; if it 
hea been translated, it behoved to have 


{ 
been rendered by the word, zmmersian ; 


Messenger, a writer wita the signatur )and must be so rendered by a school- 


of Lector, 


had taken up the subject of | ‘boy in his version ; ; for it admits of no 


Baptism, which he did not seem to | other. It was a term commonly applied 
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to the practice of dyers, who immersed 
the article to be dyed in the colouring 
liquor, that it might acquire the colour. 
Even in the application of the term to 
Christian baptism, it was not without 
meaning ; for those who were baptized, 
on being converted to Christianity, 
acquired a new character which they 
had not before, and were actuated by 
different and much hi gher principles 
and hopes. This is finely set forth in 
the sixth chapter of the epistle to the 
Romans. 

I agree with Lector, that the bap- 
tism of infants, as it is called d, (although 
it ts not baptism at all,) is a vestige of 
man’s tradition, and were they even 
baptized, such baptism is no where au- 
thorized in Scripture. 

In thus agreeing with Lector, to 
whom I[ have something more to say, 
I come into a kind of collision with 
Candour, whom I wish to treat with 
respect, although we do not think alike; 
and mean, ina friendly way, to shew 
him some reasons for differing from 
him. de 

Concluded in our next. 
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Philadelphia, Monday, July 27, 1820. 
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Propositions. 
Concluded from page 200, 

22, The gh ory of God depends upon 
the destruction of sin, and the pertec- 
tion of all his creatures in as much 
as the honour of the workman arises 
from the perfection of his works. 

93. The infinite holiness of God de- 
mands the moral perfection and happi- 
ness of man, because absolutely neces- 
sary to his happiness, and hates sin 
with a perfect hatred in consequence 
of its opposing the felicity of his crea- 
tures, and because his love to them, 
though sinners, Is infinite. 

24. So long as any individual re- 
mains in a sinful and impenitent state, 
so long will he be shut out from the en- 
joyment of that happiness for which he 
was Created. 

25. As it is against szn, the wrath 
and fierce anger of the Lord is revealed, 
he will always pardon and recieve into 
his divine favour the sincere penitent, 
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who forsakes his sin, and learns to do 
good. 

26. Divine justice is always satisfied 
when it attains its end,—and that end 
is attained the moment that sinners are 
brought tosincere repentance and change 
of life, but not till then. 

27. God never punishes his offending 
creatures but for their reformation, 
he chastises us for our profit, that we 
may be partakers of his holiness.” 

28. Punishment is not inflicted on 
the offender, because he has already of- 
fended, but to the end that he may of- 
fend no more. 
God relate to the past only, as they are 
connected with the future—with res- 
pect tothe Divine Being, our sinful, 
any more than our virtuous conduct can 
have no influence. 

29. No sin can deserve infinite pun- 
ishment, unless we can suppose, what 
we know not to be the case, that the 
sinner is capable ofan infinite knowledge 
of God and his will—for man can never 
sin againsta greater portion of light and 
knowledge than he has received. 

30. God has appointed his only Son, 
Christ Jesus, to be the deliverer of the 
human race, to accomplish which end, 
he gave him “ power over all men,” 
power to raise them from the dead, and 
to judge them,—authority to reign over 
them, that he might bring them all to 
God.—He is also the only mediator or 
medium of intercourse between God 
and man. 

31. Christ is the agent by whom the 
Father exercises his supreme authority 
over his creatures, directing, controlling 
or checking the conduct of idividuals, 
societies, nations and empires,—and so 
overruling the eviis which individuals 
or nations inflict upon each other, so as 
to make them subservient to the pur- 
poses of his moral government. 

32. Christ came into the world, to 
become the light thereof—to commu- 
nicate to them the plan of salvation— 
to instruct them by his precepts—to set 
them by his conduct an example of 
those virtures which they are enjoin- 
ed to practice—to enlighten their minds 
so that they may become partakcrs of 
his great salvation—to submit to death 
that by his subsequent resurrection and 
ascension into heaven the glorious cer- 
tainty of our immortality might be 
clearly demonstrated. 


33. The scheme which Divine Wis- | 
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dom has conceived for the moral go- 
vernment of his creatures, is a plan of 
infinite goodness—which goodness has 
assigned to man, from all eternity his 
final destination to holiness and never 
ending happiness, and is continually 
employed in the execution of this per- 
fect and glorious plan—which it will 
never neglect, never abandon either in 
TIME Or ETERNITY, but fully accom- 
plish, to the praise and glory of God’s 
holy name. 

34, Prayer, notwithstanding God 
knows beforehand what we will ask, 
and never withholds from us any thing 
necessary for our good, becomes a duty, 
inasmuch as it raises us to a due con- 
templation of the divine character, and 
an acknowledgment of God’s infinite 
and unchangeable goodness, and as it 
serves to keep up a continual sense in 
us, of our dependance on him, and dis- 
poses us to imitate those perfections 
we adore in him, in being kind and be- 


nificent to one another. 
* * * 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
To Mr. R.C. 


It being our intention to answer the 
attack of a “‘ Christian,” it may be well 
enough to reply to R. C, we hope the 
reader will turn over and read our con- 





troversy with attention, on page 89. 
Remark, No. 1.—Takes for granted, 
what remains to be proved, for we never 
allowed “ any supposed event which 
does not yet exist, even in the mind of 
God.” R.C. must prove its existence, be- 
fore it canbecome a matter of debate, as 
to the quotations from Jeremiah, we read 
them in the same popular sense that we 
do, “it repented the Lord that he had 
made man.” [ Aceording to the rules of 
debate, it belongs to Z. to shew that all 
events did exist in the mind of God 
from all past eternity, as he advanced 
the doctrine, rather than to R. C, to 
shew that they did not. But we pre- 
sume that neither the one nor the other 
can be proved. | | 
Remark 2d. “ Power that is not ex- 
ercised is efficiently the same as no 
power at all,” we think we told this in 
more appropriate words, power is 
known but by its operation, there may 








know, yet it exists as much as though 
we did, and in Deity, must have been 
from all eternity, though before the 
creation we could not know it, [It 
‘* power is £nown but by its operation,” 
to which we readily agree, how does 
Z,. now know that God possessed power 
to create ** from all eternity?” * Power 
is known but by its operation,” power 
to create did not operate (unless it ope. 
rated in doing nothing) before creation; 
what is the conclusion? We do not 
know that a power to create existed be- 
fore creation! Why? Answer, be- 
cause * power is known but by its opera- 
tion.”’] 

Remark 3d. Itisman’s “ will or mo- 
tive that dixects his steps,”’ has not the 
motive an author, if it has man, he has 
acreator, and this motive 1s but an in. 
instrument in the hands of the first 
cause. [We admit that God created 
man, and that man may be used as an 
instrument in the hand of God; but we 
do notsee how the motive of mancan be 
“bhutan instrument inthe hands of the 
first cause.’ ‘The thoughts of man, 
from which proceed his motives, are 
not the thoughts of God, neither is it 
possible in the very nature of things 
that they should be, forthey proceed 
from finite knowledge, combined with 
much ignorance, whereas he thoughts of 
God from infinite knowledge to the ex- 
clusion ofignorance.] RK. C. seems like 
the man who placed the world on the back 
of the tortoise, but could not tell on 
what the tortoise was placed. [This 
brings to our recollection the circum- 
stance of the man who said that the 
world were mad, and the world said he 
was mad, and they outvoted him !} 
R. C. quotes Isaiah, we agree with this, 
and it was because we considered the 
ways of God as high above our ways 
as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, that we feared to attribute to his 
character that change which produces 
“new thoughts,” &c. [So, for fear of 
speaking irreverently of God, Z. will 
charge him with being the author ol 
sin |] Ln 
N. B. [the words inclosed in brack- 
ets have been interlarded by the Editor. 
Concluded in our next. 


‘(FP Recollect the meeting at the 


Commissioners’ Hall, See notice 49 





and does exist power which we do not! 
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